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A process of partial evaporation under reduced pressure followed by exposure
to acetic acid vapours or smoke has also been suggested.*
None of the processes enumerated, however, has proved successful on a
commercial scale, either on account of the cost or because of the failure to
yield a product superior to that which may be obtained by coagulation with
acetic acid. Nevertheless, much interest has been aroused recently by the
Hopkinson process, which has much in common with these, consisting as it
does in projecting latex in the form of a fine spray into a chamber through which
a current of heated air or inert gases is passed, f The finely divided latex
loses its moisture rapidly and the rubber left after evaporation falls to the
bottom of the chamber in the form of particles resembling snow, containing
all the original constituents of the latex; the rubber prepared in this way
is referred to as L.S., i. e. latex-sprayed, rubber.
It is too early yet to foresee whether the process will ultimately find applica-
tion on a large scale, but it is probable that the value of such a method of treat-
ment will lie not so much in the superiority of the rubber produced as in the
saving of power effected by curtailing the milling period incidental to the manu-
facturing operations (see p. 200), since the compounding ingredients may be
added previous to the latex being evaporated.
While the various other methods of preparing rubber from latex are not
without interest, it is probable that at least 90 per cent, of the rubber produced
on the plantations at the present day is obtained by coagulating with acetic
acid.
The addition of acetic acid causes the gradual formation of a clot which falls
to the bottom of the tank as a thick spongy slab which contains a considerable
proportion of water, and on this account is opaque and almost white in colour.
This " coagulum " is then subjected to treatment, the nature of which depends
on the form in which the rubber is to be put on the market.
GRADES   OF   PLANTATION   RUBBER
Eubber prepared from latex which has been collected, strained, and coagulated
under supervision is referred to as " First Latex " rubber, to distinguish it from
grades made up of scrap or of rubber formed as a result of accidental coagulation
either in the collecting cups or other vessels employed on the estates. First
latex is usually marketed either in the form of " smoked sheet " or " pale
crepe/' which are the highest grades of plantation rubber and are most in
demand.
In the earlier days of the plantation industry the bulk of the rubber was
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